Electrostatic spraying of DNA molecules for investigation by scanning tunneling microscopy.
We have investigated electrostatic spraying of DNA onto gold surfaces as an alternative sample-preparation technique for STM studies. Preliminary results show that a higher distribution of isolated strands as well as well ordered aggregates can be obtained with this technique when compared with electrodeposition or drop evaporation. In many places, the well ordered aggregates were found to cleave in a direction perpendicular to their length after repeated scanning in the same direction.